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November 30, 2020 
 
Dear 8th Grade Parents 
 
We hope you are all healthy and well. Please find enclosed the 
service learning packet that will count for your child’s 8th grade 
‘hours’. This packet is for students who have not yet completed their 
8th grade hours due to COVID. 
 
If any student has already completed their in person service hours 
for 8th grade, or if any student still plans on completing Traditional Service hours, they should 
complete this paperwork email their work to DenHartog@stbenedictnj.org (forms can be found 
on the website on the Confirmation page) 
 
For this packet: All students will be using The Blessing Bag Brigade for the charity. We did this 
to make things as simple as possible for your children who are already doing a lot of online 
work. We thought a handwritten packet would be a refreshing change.  
 
Please read through the steps with  your child. Follow the order and make sure it is your child 
who is doing the work. Rachel will be happy to answer any questions you may have. Please do 
your best to have this done by the due date.  During the week of January 8th-15th. 
 
Please also note: We set due dates earlier this year to make sure all paperwork is submitted 
incase of another shutdown. Last year some families had a difficult time obtaining letters from 
closed churches.  

● Forms on the Confirmation page need to be filled out if you have not already done so 
● Letter of eligibility for sponsors.  
● Sacrament fee $50 
● Baptismal Certificate uploaded as soon as  possible 
● Saint reports will be done after the service is collected. 

 
Thank you for journeying with your child through their preparation 
 
 
Melissa Dayton 
Director of Faith Formation 
 
Ciro Saverino 
Coordinator for 7th & 8th Grade 
Confirmation &  High School and Young 
Adult Ministries  
 

 
 
 
Rachel DenHartog 
Assistant Coordinator of Faith Formation 
DenHartog@stbenedictnj.org 
 

All students should submit their 7th grade hours with their choice of 8th grade service option 
(see confirmation packet) If your child did not finish their 7th grade hours.  
Email Rachel and she will send you a link to a smaller service learning project.  

 

mailto:DenHartog@stbenedictnj.org
mailto:DenHartog@stbenedictnj.org
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COVID SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT PACKET 
For 8th GRADE students who did not complete their 8th grade hours.  
 
Instructions: Please complete the following packet in its entirety. 
 
Step 1: Researching a Nonprofit/Charity Organization 
Watch this Video: https://bit.ly/homelessdignity 
● Notice: The volunteers go out to where the homeless are 
● They offer services not charity 
● They restore human dignity 
● Offer friendship and basic human needs of connection 
 
Blessing Bags, offer an opportunity to do the same 
Follow the instructions to research the nonprofit and fill step #1 
 
Step 2: Plan & Perform (approximately 2-3 hours worth of work). 
● Follow the instructions on step #2 
● Plan a collection and advertise it using social media, flyers, email or video.  

○ Try Canva.com for social media post and flyers or another free template site 
● Collect the already assembled bags or sort items into gallon size ziploc bags 
● Make sure you document or make copies of your flyers or social media posts etc 
 
Step 3: Process & Reflect 
Fill out the reflection questions on step #3 
 
Step 4: Return 

● Put your individual Blessing Bags in a larger bag clearly labeled with your first and last 
name. 

● Place the completed packet back into the original manila envelope (make sure your 
name is on the packet inside) 

● Include copies of Flyers/Artwork/Social media posts or a document with links to videos 
you made (whichever you completed) 

● Add your 7th grade hour sheet 
● Place that envelope in with your Blessing Bags 
● Deliver to the entryway of the school by the Religious Education Office of St Benedict 

School During the week of January 8th-15th. 

 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/homelessdignity
https://www.canva.com/
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Student Name: ________________________________ 
 
Step 1: Researching a Nonprofit/Charity Organization 
As a group we will be learning about the NonProfit organization called: 

The Blessing Bag Brigade- Website: https://www.blessingbagbrigadenj.org/ 

 
1. Go to their official website, and find/provide their Mission statement here: 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2. In what year was the organization started? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Find out the reason or story of why the organization was started. 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

https://www.blessingbagbrigadenj.org/
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____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Identify specific geographic areas/cities/towns that they serve. 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

5. How does the non profit serve the community? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
Continue on next page… 

 

 

 

 

6. Explain what spiritual and/or corporal works of mercy this charity performs?  



5 

(Review the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy  below) Please give examples 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/scripture-and-tradition/catholic-basics/catholic-beliefs-and-practices/corporal-and-spiritual-works-of-mercy/
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7. How do the people served by the charity align to the Beatitudes? Please give 
examples(Review The Beatitudes above) 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
Continue on next page... 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/scripture-and-tradition/catholic-basics/catholic-beliefs-and-practices/the-beatitudes/


7 

Step 2: Plan & Perform (approximately 2-3 hours worth of work).  

GOAL: Advertise, and Collect at least (12) Blessing Bags (or more if you want to)!  
 
Now that you’ve researched and learned about the Blessing Bag Brigade organization, 
you are going to Formulate & Execute a Plan to help the organization right from your 
home.  

Option 1: Have others fill the bags 

 
1. Advertise: Choose information from your research and make flyers, social media 

posts or a letter. 
2. Contact: Use your flyers, etc. to contact family and friends to ask them to help 
3. Organize: Print copies of Blessing Bag instructions and put one in each gallon 

size bag 
4. Collect: Put a plastic bin and sign outside of your house for people to pick up 

bags (socially distant) 
a. People take home, fill bags and return to you by a clearly marked return 

date 
b. Or - you may go pick up the bags from the outside of someone’s house 

(socially distant) 
 
Option 2: Collect items and fill your own bags  

(do not ask your parents/guardians to purchase items.  

You may raise money instead of collecting items  to purchase the items) 

 
1. Advertise: Choose information from your research and make flyers, social media 

posts or a letter. 
2. Contact: Use your flyers, etc. to contact family and friends to ask them to help 
3. Organize: Make a list of items you are collecting. Or the amount of money you 

need to purchase the items.  
4. Collect: Put a plastic bin and sign outside of your house for people to drop off 

items  
a. Or- you may go pick up the bags from the outside of someone’s house 

(socially distant) 
5. Sort: Sort your collected items into Blessing Bags.  

 

Continue on next page... 
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Step 3: Process & Reflect 
Instructions: Answer the following Reflection Prompts. 
 

1. What work did you do for the organization?  

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Describe an experience which affected you meaningfully during the project? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Where was God at work in this experience? 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Why is it important to make your life a gift to others through your faith 
(Confirmation) in action?  

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Identify (1) lesson you’ve learned from the research and work you’ve done for the 

Blessing Bag Brigade. 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

6. What would you do differently next time or how could you have improved your 
work if you were to redo this project? 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. What did you learn about Homeless persons (or Homelessness, in general) as a 
result of this experience?  

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Step 4: Now bring this packet, your 7th grade hour sheet and 

your work from Step 2 (Blessing Bags & Handwritten Cards) to St. 
Benedict Parish 
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The Blessing Bag Brigade is a ministry that brings comfort and basic 
needs to the homeless. “We may not be able to cure homelessness, but we 
can definitely show them we care.” This is a quote from the Blessing Bag 
Brigade’s website.  

So... How can you help and show you care? It’s very easy! We are 
creating Blessing Bags that can be given to those in need. You can create 
your own Blessing Bag and keep it in your car. When you see someone who 
needs it, you can grab it from your car and pass it on to them.  

What do you need to make a Blessing Bag? Here is a list of items 
that would be useful in the bag. They are not all needed for each bag, but 
the most needed items are starred. Most of these items can be purchased 
at the Dollar Store or found in your own home already! :)  

- Gallon Size Ziplock bag 
- An encouraging, handwritten note: “Have a Blessed Day!”,  “You 

are loved.” “Keep smiling :)” etc 
- (1) soft granola bar 
- (1) small bottle of water 
- Pair of gloves*** 
- Warm Hat*** 
- Socks*** 
- Deodorant Stick** 
- Tooth Brush, Toothpaste   
- (2-3) Bandaids, ointment.... 
- Lip Balm 
- Nailclipper 

 
 

Keep the ministry going! Tell your friends! Make multiple bags to give 
to friends and families to keep in their car!  
 

“Be the change you wish to see in the world.”~ Mohandas Gandhi 


